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Overview

• University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign: 
Review of the Sustainability Initiative after ~18 
months

• Concluding remarks – patterns from Big Ten 
institutions



UIUC Challenges

•UIUC efforts related to sustainability are 
highly distributed among units

•This is a very large Land Grant institution 
with an expansive scope and mission

•Inertia



Examples
College of Engineering initiative in Energy and 

Sustainability Engineering (EaSE) 
http://ease.illinois.edu/

School of Earth, Society, and Environment 

http://www.earth.illinois.edu/

NRES on line, etc.

http://nres.illinois.edu/future_online



Examples, continued

• Institute of Natural Resources Sustainability

• Illinois Sustainable Technology Center

• Agroecology and Sustainable Agriculture 
Program

• Environmental Change Institute

• Student Sustainability Committee

• Facilities & Services (e.g., energy, sustainability 
coordinator)



















Office of Sustainability
• Achieve responsibilities of the American College and 

University Presidents Climate Commitment including
– Develop a comprehensive plan 

– Initiate action steps to reduce greenhouse gas emissions

• Coordinate enhancement of campus infrastructure & policies

• Facilitate curricular enhancements, including service learning 
opportunities in the community

• Encourage innovative research collaborations

• Foster collaboration with external constituencies, especially 
our local communities

• Provide forums to promote meaningful dialogue on 
challenges and opportunities



Illinois Sustainability Initiative
• 2007 Strategic Plan 

• 2008 Chancellor Herman launched:
-Sustainability Council to provide strategic 

direction & oversight of the initiative

-Office of Sustainability to provide operational 
leadership for the initiative

• 2008-09: Sustainability vision created 
through participatory cross-campus process

• 2009-10: Launch implementation of the 
vision through adaptive cross-campus 
engagement



Led by Barbara S. Minsker, Associate Provost Fellow 
and 

Richard E. Warner, Director, Office of Sustainability



Objective of the Illinois Sustainability Vision

• Illinois will become a world leader in creating new 
knowledge and innovative solutions to the following 
grand challenges:

1. Maintaining or restoring critical ecosystem function 

while providing essential human services; and 

2. Sustainably raising quality of life for the poor to 
acceptable levels.

• To do so, we will infuse sustainability programs 
across campus to foster a level of cross-disciplinary 
engagement comparable to a unit or center.



Goals of the Illinois Sustainability Vision
1. Create a new forum for in-depth, cross-disciplinary 

engagement on the sustainability grand challenges.

2. Create and implement a sustainable campus 
operations plan that maintains or restores natural 
ecosystem function and supports impoverished 
communities.

3. Infuse sustainable thinking into campus missions 
through new education activities.

4. Create incentive programs that spur sustainability 
activities to meet the above goals.

5. Create a viable financial plan for sustainability 
activities.



Status of the Sustainability Initiative

• Implementation process launched in August 
2009
– Three task forces formed (Goals 1-3)

• Sustainability Forum (Robert McKim, Religion; Michelle 

Wander, Natural Resources and Environmental Sciences)

• Sustainable Operations (Brian Deal, Urban and Regional 

Planning; Carl Wegel, Facilities & Services)

• Sustainability Education (Madhu Viswanathan, Business 

Administration; Bill Stewart, Leisure Studies)

– Campus-wide retreat held with ~100 participants

• 2010-11 Implementation Plan created and 
approved by Sustainability Council



2010-11 Illinois Sustainability Implementation Plan

• Sustainability 
Collaboratives

•Campus Engagement

•Assess and Adapt

• Improved Marketing 
Efforts

• Identify Opportunities 
for Shared Investment

• Sustainability Education 
Outcomes

•Course Development

•Teaching Academies

• Scholarship of 
Sustainability Series

•Climate Action Plan

•Process Improvement

•Policies & Incentives

• Sustainability Week

Operations Curriculum

Build 
Capacity

Raise 
Visibility



Keynote Activities
• Scholarship of Sustainability Series 

(Spring 2010)

• Climate Action Plan

• Sustainability Collaboratives

• Prairie Project: Infusing Sustainability Across the 
Curriculum (May 2010)

• Sustainability Week (October 25-30, 2010)

• Engagement (e.g., CCNet, IGBA)



Food/Water/Energy Nexus
(Collaboratives



Illinois Sustainability Theme: 
Food, Water, & Energy Nexus
Agriculture & 

Land Use

Water Cycle 

Science & 

Engineering

Energy systems

Raising Quality 

of Life for Poor

Role of Land 

Grant 

Institutions



Education & Service Learning
• John Street Watershed planning, Sustainability in Social-Ecological 

Systems (NRES 285CSS/LA 590GF) offered for Spring 2010. There 
are 30 students enrolled in the class from four departments (three 
colleges). Faculty members from four departments helping teach 
the class. 

• The Human Place in Nature: Campus Series on the Scholarship of 
Sustainability, with courses offered in Spring 2010 in four 
departments as CHP 395/C, HDES 595, NRES 499, and LAW 792. 
Over a dozen faculty members participated in the course as well as 
dozens of students; open to the community as well.



The Prairie Project:
A curriculum enhancement workshop 

The Prairie Project is a curriculum enhancement workshop 
opportunity that aims to create an open and supportive 
environment for faculty and instructors from all disciplines to 
engage in mutual learning about sustainability, and brainstorming 
and experimenting with novel and interdisciplinary educational 
approaches. The project will use the local prairie environment, 
from the natural prairie to highly modified settings, to illustrate 
how a place-based perspective allows consideration of the 
interconnected social, environmental, and economic issues 
surrounding sustainability (initiated May 2010).



Engagement

• CCNet

• Illinois Green Business Association

• Community Colleges

• CASI-CERL





Illinois Green Business Association
www.IllinoisGBA.com

The Illinois Green Business Association (IGBA) is a nonprofit 

organization that aims to assist businesses in reducing their ecological 

foot-print through their business operations and employee practices in 

nine areas of sustainability. We offer business owners personalized 

service that guides them towards sustainable goals by attaining our 

green certification. The IGBA staff will assess a business’ current 

environmental performance, serve as a guide throughout all steps of 

our certification progress, as well as search for utilize applicable grants 

and incentive packages to assist businesses financially with green 

management practices (gmps). IGBA staff will promote and market a 

business’ successful efforts to the community to build a culture of 

sustainability and promote responsible consumerism. 





Illinois Green Business Association
www.IllinoisGBA.com

The Illinois Green Business Association (IGBA) has extensively involved faculty and 

students regarding experiential learning and related opportunities. Since the spring 

semester of 2009, learning activities related to the IGBA have emerged in at least six 

colleges. Ten courses have directly involved 44 students in service learning activities, 

while also exposing 376 students in these classes to such green business issues. 

There has also been the direct involvement of 29 students in IGBA activities 

emerging from five student organizations, also exposing over one hundred students 

in these RSOs to green business opportunities. In addition, the IGBA has involved 12 

other students either as interns or as part of their graduate research projects.

In total, 91 students have been directly involved with IGBA projects, with over 570 

students having been exposed to the IGBA and business sustainability opportunities 

(not counting the exposure from various career fairs as well as IGBA being the focus 

of a June 2010 business course at the Illinois State University with 11 students).











iCAP

• Foundation for next chapter

• Energy conservation imperative (investment)

The UIUC Campus used 9.2% less raw energy 
in FY09 than FY08; another 9.5% reduction for 
first 7 months of this FY compared to same 
period last year.

• “Big Energy Idea”



Big Energy Idea (Initiative)

• Sparked by vision @ Corporate Partner 
Dialogue Day February 2010

Scale:

• 140 Megawatts, $400-$500 million

• Multiple renewable components

• Community-Corporate-Private-UIUC

• UIUC roles at a minimum: customer, R & D

• Public rollout summer 2011





Center for Community 
Adaptation

In June of 2010 the Center for Community 
Adaptation will be launched as a not-for-profit 
business in Champaign, Illinois. The Center will 
adopt place-based strategies to help 
communities beneficially adapt to issues and 
opportunities framed by environmental, social, 
and economic sustainability.



Closing Remarks

• Complexities of sustainability in a Land Grant 
context with severe budget challenges

• Various approaches and complexities apparent 
in overview of sustainability efforts at Big Ten 
institutions 
(http://sustainability.illinois.edu/reports.html)

• iCAP and ASHE

• A pause, review, and next steps at UIUC


